
UMRBA Navigation Program



UMRBA Background
• Governor-level interstate organization for multi-purpose 

management

• Governor-designated interstate WQ entity

• Facilitate dialogue, cooperative action, and coordination

⎯ Interstate forum

⎯ Cooperative planning, coordinated management

⎯ Information exchange

⎯ Regional positions, advocacy on states’ behalf



“Nationally Significant 

Ecosystem 

and 

Nationally Significant

Navigation System”

⎯ Congress, 1986



⎯Lock modernization

⎯Channel reliability

⎯ Integrated management

⎯M-35 development



UMRBA
M-35 Route Priorities

Vision: 

Modern, reliable, cost-
effective transportation 
route

⎯Connects Midwest to 
global markets

⎯ Integrates into national 
surface transportation 
system



UMRBA
Navigation Assets Inventory

⎯Expanded to 
Missouri River

⎯Updated with Corps data

umrba.org/navigation-assets-inventory



UMRBA
Navigation Assets Inventory

⎯Streamgage Information

umrba.org/navigation-assets-inventory







Navigation and Ecosystem 
Sustainability Program

⎯Appropriations

⎯Supporting partnership

⎯Communications

⎯ Integrated management



⎯Learn to do better

⎯ Integrate resources

⎯Collaborate



⎯Sediment is changing 
depth and shape of river

⎯Reducing fish habitat in 
backwaters

⎯ Improving bird habitat 
on banks

⎯Affecting amount, 
quality, and 
configuration of aquatic 
and floodplain habitats

⎯Affecting reliability of 
navigation channel



⎯NOAA downscale 
climate modeling

⎯Surface water profiles 
and flow frequency

⎯Floodplain reconnection 
(Midwest CASC)

⎯USFWS nature-based 
solutions

⎯Gulf Hypoxia Program

⎯Low water cumulative 
impacts assessment

⎯Long term planning



Kirsten Wallace

kwallace@umrba.org
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