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The Tri-State (IL, MO & IA) ports in the Heart of the Corn Belt above Locks and Dam 26 (i.e. the Corn Belt 
Ports) have attracted $35 million in port infrastructure investments over the last several months. The 
Corn Belt Ports were federally recognized in 2020 and 2021.  In addition to these recent infrastructure 
investments, $millions more in grants for the Corn Belt Ports is now available through the $450 million 

Port Infrastructure Development Program (PIDP), and the $1.5 billion Rebuild American Infrastructure 
with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Program.  This is part of the largest U.S. ports investment 
ever, and it was made possible by the bipartisan Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA).  These 
additional federal grant opportunities will help our ports expand capacity and improve the movement of 
goods through our supply chains.  These grants would be in addition to the recent port investments 
made by the states and the federal government identified below.  And, this is in addition to the $1.24 
Billion of waterways-related investments in the Corn Belt Ports area recently released as part of the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers IIJA Work Plan (see Corn Belt Ports Media Release #6). 
 
The recent (Pre-IIJA PIDP) Port Infrastructure investments made to the Corn Belt Ports include:  

Mid-America Port Commission ($13.1M) 

o Mid-America Intermodal Port Authority (Quincy, IL) - Alter-Municipal Dock, awarded $13,163,192 
(2021 Illinois Port Facilities Capital Investment Grant Program). 

“According to Chuck Bevelheimer, director of planning at the city of Quincy, rising Mississippi River 

waters have halted barge operation five times over the past 10 years. Once the dock height is raised, 

barge loading operations could continue right up until the point where locks and dams would have to be 

closed. Bevelheimer said barge-to-rail access would be ‘a huge asset for us.’  Work should begin this 

year. The grant from the state was the culmination of years of behind-the-scenes work by port promoters 

in the state.” https://www.waterwaysjournal.net/2022/02/18/illinois-ports-get-burst-of-state-funding/ ; 

https://idot.illinois.gov/Assets/uploads/files/Transportation-System/Reports/OP&P/Marine/RBI-Port-

Project-Awards.pdf 

Upper Mississippi River Ports (Formerly Mississippi River Ports of E. Iowa and W. Illinois) ($12M) 

o Upper Mississippi River International Port District (UMRIPD-Savanna, IL) - Land acquisition, 
remediation and utilities, awarded $7,000,000. (2021 Illinois Port Facilities Capital Investment Grant 
Program). 

“This is the first major state or federal investment in the Upper Mississippi River International Port 

District (UMRIPD) since it was recognized by the State of Illinois in 2009, and the federal government in 

2020.  UMRIPD is excited to have been granted the opportunity to begin master planning and 

https://www.waterwaysjournal.net/2022/02/18/illinois-ports-get-burst-of-state-funding/
https://idot.illinois.gov/Assets/uploads/files/Transportation-System/Reports/OP&P/Marine/RBI-Port-Project-Awards.pdf
https://idot.illinois.gov/Assets/uploads/files/Transportation-System/Reports/OP&P/Marine/RBI-Port-Project-Awards.pdf
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infrastructure preparation to develop a sustainable, 21st-century ports facility that will drive economic 

development in our region for decades to come. This investment by the State of Illinois enables us to 

achieve a major component of our port capital development plans. We do anticipate additional 

investment from the federal government in grant funding as part of the Port Infrastructure Development 

Program included in the recent Bipartisan Infrastructure Bill,” stated Kevin Stier, Chairman Upper 

Mississippi River International Port District. 

o City of Dubuque, IA - Rail and fertilizer storage improvements in the Port of Dubuque, awarded 
$5,000,000 (Infrastructure For Rebuilding America – (INFRA) Grant, U.S. Department of 
Transportation). 

Teri Goodmann, City of Dubuque, Director of Strategic Partnerships, “said this is the third time the city 
has applied for federal money to fund the project.” ‘We’ve been seeking this because one of our business 
partners (Gavilon) had expanded the land that they lease on the riverfront and wanted to expand an old 
rail spur to be more efficient when they’re moving products from tractor-trailer to barge,…’ 
https://www.telegraphherald.com/news/tri-state/article_444c0703-69f7-508e-bab3-cd591990fe78.html 
; https://cbs2iowa.com/news/local/dubuque-to-be-awarded-with-5-million-infrastructure-grant 

Illinois Waterway Ports ($9.7 M) 

o Ottawa, IL Port District– Port District Intermodal Rail Yard, awarded $9,770,750 (2021 Illinois Port 
Facilities Capital Investment Grant Program). 

“The Ottawa Port District has been pursuing funding to improve the Intermodal Rail Yard for 11 

years.  We welcome this timely investment in our port.  This is the first time a state capital program has 

invested in the waterways and rail terminals of our Port District, and this particular $9.7 million 

investment in Ottawa clearly advances our regional economic development objectives,” said Keith 

Conrad, President of the Ottawa Port District. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Corn Belt Ports is collaborating with the Maritime Administration (MARAD) to provide additional 

information and support pertaining to the Rebuild American Infrastructure with Sustainability and 

Equity (RAISE) Program ($1.5 B available) and the Port Infrastructure Development Program (PIPD) ($450 

M available). Visit Federal Funding Opportunities - CBAWC.org . 

 

All previous Corn Belt Port Media releases can be found Corn Belt Ports - Riverside Global 

 

 

https://www.telegraphherald.com/news/tri-state/article_444c0703-69f7-508e-bab3-cd591990fe78.html
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcbawc.org%2Ffederal-funding-opportunities%2F&data=04%7C01%7CBranden.Villalona%40dot.gov%7Cf70d8c53ce10452e61ad08d9fc775177%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C637818411666467092%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Ci%2Bc7jCrP5EDT9zZOFP65YbTFBp21CKvJktUTKX%2BS88%3D&reserved=0
https://riversideglobal.co/corn-belt-ports/
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The Corn Belt Ports are the federally recognized Tri-State (IL, IA, MO) Ports in the Heart of the Corn Belt 

above Locks and Dam 26 (map below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mid-America Port Commission (MAPC) is defined by the confluence of the Upper Mississippi 

and Illinois Rivers, and is centered on the Quincy-Hannibal, IL-MO area.   

The Illinois Waterway (ILWW) Ports are centered on the river cities of Peoria and Ottawa and 

includes ten counties within three regional planning agencies, and encompasses 175.5 River Miles.  

The ILWW Ports include the Havana, Heart of Illinois, Illinois Valley, Ottawa, and Seneca Regional 

Port Districts.  And, they partner with the Joliet Regional Port to advance common ILWW goals. 

The Upper Mississippi River Ports (UMRP) [formerly the Mississippi River Ports of Eastern Iowa 

and Western Illinois (MRPEIWI)] is managed by a collaboration of five regional planning agencies, is 

centered on the Quad Cities, and includes riverfront counties north to the port city of Dubuque.   

The Corn Belt Ports Objectives: 

• All collectively are the equivalent of the Top Inland Port in the Nation based on tonnage 

• All individually are a Top 50 Principal U.S. Port based on freight tonnage  

• All individually are a Top 10 Inland Port 

• All are on Global Trade Magazine’s annual “Top 50 Power Port List” 

• The Mid-America Port Commission is the largest port on the Upper Mississippi River 

• The Mid-America Port Commission is the 2nd largest inland port (behind St. Louis) on the 

entire Mississippi River   


