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For the first time in U.S. history, ports in the Heart of the Corn Belt are recognized and ranked on the
Principal U.S. Ports List. Collectively, the Corn Belt Ports, at 31.1 million tons of freight handled in 2019,
rank as the 22" largest port in the United States (similar in size to the port of Tampa, FL). In the annual
report issued by the Waterborne Commerce Statistics Center (WCSC) on October 27, 2020 that ranks
waterborne tonnage for principal U.S. ports and all 50 states and U.S. territories:

1) The lllinois Waterway (ILWW) Ports and Terminals, is centered on the river cities of Peoria and
Ottawa and includes counties within three regional planning agencies, handled 14.1 million tons
of domestic freight in 2019, and was collectively ranked the equivalent of the 42nd largest port
in the nation based on the tonnage handled. The lllinois Waterway Ports and Terminals include
the Havana, Heart of lllinois, lllinois Valley, and Ottawa Regional Port Districts.

2) The Mid-America Port which is largely defined by the confluence of the Upper Mississippi and
Illinois Rivers and headquartered in the Quincy-Hannibal, IL-MO area, handled 12.0 million tons
of domestic freight in 2019, and was ranked the 44%" |argest port in the nation based on the
tonnage handled.

3) The Mississippi River Ports of Eastern lowa and Western lllinois (MRPEIWI) is managed by a
collaboration of five regional planning agencies, is centered on the Quad Cities, and includes
riverfront counties north to the port city of Dubuque, handled 5.0 million tons of domestic
freight in 2019, and was ranked the 81st largest port in the nation based on the tonnage
handled. MRPEIWI plans to add additional ports and terminals over the next year.

More on the annual report issued by the Waterborne Commerce Statistics Center can be found at:
https://usace.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16021coll2/id/1492

“This national recognition reinforces the value of the Corn Belt to waterborne commerce and the global
economy,” said Jim Tarmann, Managing Director at the Illinois Corn Growers Association. “Establishing
lowa’s first U.S. Port is a historical event for the nation’s top producer and exporter of corn, and the
Corn Belt Ports will help open the doors for investment in multi-modal transportation infrastructure
along over 600 miles of the Mississippi and lllinois Rivers,” remarked Bob Gallagher, the Mayor of
Bettendorf, IA and Co-Chair of the Mississippi River Cities and Towns Initiative. “The bipartisan
leadership and support behind establishing the Corn Belt Ports in the Tri-State region just reinforces that
this recognition is the smart thing to do, and will enable us to address a wide range of needed water
resources issues,” said Mike Klingner, Chairman of The Upper Mississippi, lllinois and Missouri Rivers
Association. Denise Bulat, Executive Director of the Bi-State Regional Commission, and whose
professional transportation planning staff provided the administrative leadership and support for this
wide-ranging effort believes, “The Corn Belt Ports initiative will enable the region to reach more of its
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logistics and multi-modal transportation potential in serving both the national and global economies,
and still ensure the sustainability of our waterways and their vital ecosystems."

Scott Sigman, a longtime member of the Secretary of the Department of Transportation lllinois State
Freight Advisory Committee (ISFAC) summed it up by saying, “Bringing disparate interests together to
give a set of standard metrics to include inbound, outbound, and through traffic on the lllinois Rivers
provides, literally and figuratively, a watershed moment. The ports throughout the newly designated
regions will individually and collectively benefit from getting on the map, [and] being treated more
equally with port districts around the country.” “Missouri, along with lowa, Illinois, Minnesota, and
Wisconsin, recognizes the value of the unique commercial freight opportunities offered by the Upper
Mississippi River. We support the intention of the Corn Belt Ports [Port Statistical Areas] to bring
national attention to these freight opportunities, and to provide data for informed decision making on
transportation infrastructure investments in the future,” stated Dru Buntin, Deputy Director, Missouri
Department of Natural Resources and Vice Chair of the Upper Mississippi River Basin Association.

In the WCSC report that gets released in October 2021 that will rank waterborne tonnage for principal
U.S. ports, the tonnage for the Corn Belt Ports will likely be greater, because discussions have begun to
add up to nine more counties to the Corn Belt Ports. Tom Podany, the Director of the Waterborne
Commerce Statistics Center indicated, “The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers defines statistical port areas
using either of two methods: 1) by the port limits defined by legislative enactments of state, county, or
city governments or 2) by the corporate limits of a municipality. The WCSC is always available to any of
the ports in the Corn Belt Region if they have questions or need assistance in creating or adjusting
existing Port Statistical Areas.” WCSC Website: https://www.iwr.usace.army.mil/About/Technical-
Centers/2-WCSC-Waterborne-Commerce-Statistics-Center/WCSC-Waterborne-Commerce/
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